E_vcryonc knows about Hcrculcs, A lot of Pcoplc know about his {:athcr, Z_cus, and many of the
Grcck Gods. Somc of you may know about Thor and Asgarcl. E)ut what about Thor‘s father Wodcn,
who gave up his eye for the power of Prophccy? Or of Amaterasu, the Japancsc Shinto sun goclclcss?
There are far, far more mgthological stories than what you see in cartoons, as many stories as stars in the
ok

You and your classmates are going to take a glimpsc into seven Uapancsc, Chincsc, Ccltic,

A)Crican, Native American, Folgncsian, [ skimo/]nuit) cultures and discover the broad world of
mgthology.

Task

Oncc you are assigncd a mythological culture go through the resources and investigate. Kcad through
the information and discover who are the Primary gocls and heroes. Read some of the myths associated
with your culture. How was the world created? How will it be dcstroycd? Avre there any imPortant Placcs

or o]:jects in the mgthological culture? These are all qucstions you will address in this Projcct,

he three components of this project:

I) WRI f l F N: Dcscribc cxamples of the four tyPcs of mgthological stories (cosmic, god,
hero, o]:jcct/Placc), [ ist the majorgods and goddcsses, heroes, etc. Tc” the creation or
aPocalgpsc story, Make sure you are very sPcci{:ic. The rcPort should ultimatelg be several pages

long and must be word—Proccssccl. [Fach person will be rcsPonsiblc for a section to write about.

The four tggcs of mgthological catcgorics:




A) Cosmic Myths include:

e The Creation
e TheFlood
o The Aftedife

o Thc APocalypsc/E_nd of the Worlcl
B) Mgths of the Gods include:

. Fanthcons
) Archctypcs (SuPrcmc Bcing, Great Mothcr, Dying God, Trickstcr)

C) Hcro Myths include:

. ConcePtion, Birth and Chilcu'looc!
e T he Heroic Advcnturc/Journcy

D) Flacc and O]:jcct Myths include:

o The Mountain ,Thc Citg JThc Tcmplc JThc Stonc ,Thc Tree ,Thc C]rove JThc
(Garden ,Thc Cave, Thc Labyrinth ete.

Z) VLC)(,IAI : Creatc a series of visual aids. Suggcstions include a “Familg tree” for the gods, Picturcs

of the characters, cxamplcs of the gcographg or architecture, a rcPrcscntation of a mythological story, or
a Powerfoint Prcscntation, Thcy do not have to be drawings on poster board ~thc3 can be 3-

dimcnsional.

A" members must participate in this section!

}) QKAJ_. Perform a mythological story (creation) for the class. Simplg turn a story into a Play for us,

The Pchormancc must be memorized. Costumes are rcquircd! Be creative. A" members must participate

in this section! You can have one person as some sort of narrator with everyone else acting out, or
everyone can be Part of the Play. You will have to cxPIain to the class the context of the story before you

Prcscnt.

IF ach person in the group will have a specific role:



I) KING/ Q[)E_E_N O]: THE_ GODS This person will be the group lcadcr, kccPing

everyone on task and lcccping t]’tings moving along. ]F someone in the group isn't doing his or

hcrjob, the King needs to let the teacher know!

2) THE. MESSENGER GOD This person will lcccp track of the written research.

This doesn't mean he or she does all of the written work! ¢ simplg means he is rcsponsiblc for
bringing the written portion of the Projcct to class every dag and ma‘(ing sure every person
has a role with the written Portion. Jf someone in the group isn't Pu”ing his or her wcight with
the written Portion, itis the Mcsscngcr‘sjob to report this to the teacher.

5) THE_ SCULF]—OR This person deals with the visual portion of the Projcct. Hc or

she should ‘cccp track of the ideas and materials for that Projcct and make sure that every
person has a role. Again, this doesn't mean that he or she is rcsPonsiblc for doing all the work
for the visual Projcct. Thc Sculptor should rcPort team members who aren't wor‘cing on the

visual aides to the teacher.

+) THE MUSE. This person will handle the oral Prcscntation. This could mean getting

coPics of the script to everyone, lcccping track of costumes and props, and making sure
everyone has his or her part memorized. ,Again, the group will create the Prcscntation, but the
Muse will simPlg ‘(CCP track of it. T he Muse must also rcPort team members not ac]cquatcly

worlcing on the Prcscntation to the teacher.

Froccss and Kesources

[ very group should start with the E_ncgclopeaia Mythica page to geta basic idea of

your myth. This is the best Placc to find information on heroes, gods, goddcsscs, spcciﬁc
Placcs, or spcciFic objccts.

You will also find an extensive image librarg in the E__ncgclopcdia to hc[P you in your visual
aides. As you discover more names and events, check back and look them up in the

EncycloPcdial



Oncc you have anidea about several names and Placcs, go to sPcciﬁc websites that

contain more information on your mgth. For cxamplc: http,//www.livinemyths.com/index htm

httpz/ /www.windows.ucar.edu/tour/link=/mythology/ worlclmap new.html

]'lttpz// www,PurginQ;talon.com/ nlm/worldmyth/

http//www.panthcon,org/arcas/mqtholog,q/asia/]apancsc/articlcs.html

http,//www.godchecker.com/pantheon/. ccltic—-mqthologq-PhP

http;//www.timelessmyths.com/. celtic/index.html

http,//www.godchecker.com/pantheon/chinese-mythology.php

http,//www.godchecker.com/pantheon/african-mythology.php

http,//www.godchecker.com/pantheon/native _american-mythology.php

http,//www.godchecker.com/pantheon/chinese-mythology.php

httpz/ /" www.mqthcncqclopcc]ia.com/ Fa-Fr/Folynesian-Mythology.html

http,//www.sacred-texts.com/pac/grey/index.htm

http;//www.native-languages.org/inuit-legends.htm

http:/ " /www.lowchensaustralia.com/names/in uit»-mgthology.htm

A good source to search for texts/stories in any of the world’s myt]’:ologics:

http:/ ' /www.sacred-texts.com/
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E_vaiuation
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unacccptabic
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Reﬂection and COnclusiOn

Some cluestions to ask 3ourse|ﬁ
[Have you noticed similarities between the different cultures?
Do many of the stories follow sPeCiFiC patterns?

Do you have a better understanding of the cultures?

Some cluestions to ask the class as a whole:

Which group had the best and most creative oral Presentation?
Which group had the best costumes?

Which group had the most creative visual aides?

Did each person in each group follow his or her role?



